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District of Pennsylvania, to wit: 


geetteee = BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the thirty-first day of 
= SEAL-5 January, in the thirty-sixth year of the independence of the 
“eeeee** United States of America, A. D. 1812, Farrand and Nicholas 
of the said district, have deposited in this office the title of a book, the 
right whereof they claim as proprietors, in the words following, to wit: 


“The American Review of History and Politics, and General 
“ Repository of Literature and Stats Papers. 


___ neque enim levia out ludicra petuntur 
** Premia. ' Virgil, Lib. xii. 
“Volume III.” 


In conformity to the act of the congress of the United States, intitu- 
led, “ An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies 
of maps, charts and books, to the authors and proprietors of such co- 
pies during the times therein mentioned.”—And also to the act, enti- 
tled, “ An act supplementary to an act, entitled “‘ An act for the en- 
couragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts, and 
books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies during the time 
therein mentioned,” and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of 
designing, engraving, and etching historical and other prints.” 

D. CALDWELL, 
Clerk of the District of Pennsylvania. 
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THE fifth number of “the American Review,” is n¢. \ 
ed to the public. The undertaking has as yet experiendm\ _ 
indulgence, and will be assiduously prosecuted, in thtxpec-! 
tation, that it will not only continue to attract attenth, but 
finally engage in its support the literary talents of the dntry. 
Were the list of literary contributors such as it mighbe, or 
any way proportionate to that of the subscribers, nothingould 
be wanting, to insure the accomplishment of the imjrtant 
purposes, for which the work was instituted. 

Some original matter of considerable interest and vak, has 
been purposely excluded from the present Number, iprder 
to allow place, to the documents accompanying the Preflent’s 
message, which, as state papers, are too important to Hover- 
looked, and which it was thought preferable to publishn one 
body. It is intended to make hereafter, such a distribuon of 
this journal, as to adapt it to the taste and pursuits, not hly of 
professed scholars and politicians, but of the more nurerous 
class of general readers. The correspondence on “ krance 
and England,” will be resumed, and a suitable degree of at- 


tention given to American literature. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


‘THE number now given, of the American Review, although 
stated in the title page to be that of April, properly belongs 
to the present month; the first number having been published 
within two months after the proposals were issued. Our en- 
gagement with the publishers allowed us an interval of three 
months after that date; or, in other words, stipulated for no 
more than four numbers within the year immediately ensuing. 

As announced in the advertisement to our last number, the 
undertaking will not be relinquished, while it appears likely 
to contribute, to the public good. Although a single indivi- 
dual might not find it too oppressive a task, to furnish alone 
the materials of the work upon the present plan,—this mode 
of proceeding would defeat one of the principal objects 
for which it was instituted, and prove fatiguing for the public, 
who require not only variety in the choice of topics, but that 
kind of variety, which results from the division of labour 
among several hands. The literary men of the country are 
therefore requested to contribute their aid, particularly by 
the discussion of subjects of general and permanent interest. 

We have given place in our Appendix, to the documents 
laid before congress, in relation to the pretended mission of 
Henry. We have done so, not because we consider the corres- 
pondence as authentic, or that we attach, in any hypothesis, 
the slightest importance to the affair in general, except in as 
much as it serves to illustrate the character of our adminis- 
tration. In this respect it has appeared to us of some conse- 
quence, and worthy of being put upon record. 

The history of parties wherever they have prevailed, is 
fruitful in examples of short-sighted cunning, and lying arti- 
fice practised by their leaders, in order to maintain popular 
delusions favourable to ill-gotten power. A more impudent, 
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and at the same time shallow and contemptible expedient for 
this purpose, than the disclosure of Henry’s correspondence, 
we have, however, not yet encountered in the annals of any 
nation but our own, not even in those of the small republics 
of Italy of the middle ages. As Americans, we are heartily 
ashamed, of the message of the president of the United States, 
and the response of the house of representatives, concerning 
this transaction. We are, too, persuaded that the majority of 
their adherents throughout the country, sympathize with us 
in this feeling, and in the wish that the whole business could 
be for ever buried in oblivion, so degrading is it to the na- 
tional reputation. 

Yet as this cannot be effected, the more it is emblazoned at 
home, perhaps the better, on account of its tendency to rouse 
the people to such sentiments, and to such a course of action, 
as may the sooner efface the stain. Machiavel when speaking 
of thetricks and cheats, —/nganni,astutie, et arti,—resorted to 
by those who were at the head of the civil affairs of the repub- 
lic of Florence, in order to maintain themselves in the power 
and esteem to which they were not entitled, remarks, that, 
those tricks were not less useful to be known than the noble 
exploits of antiquity, because if the latter kindled a generous 
emulation in liberal minds, the former fired them with the 
desire to ayoid and spurn such ignominious examples. Upon 
this principle it is, that we would preserve with care, every 
part of the history of our administration for the few years 
past. 

May 2d, 1812. 
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